
Kingston Philharmonia Members’ Handbook 

 

This Members’ Handbook has been written under section 12 of the Kingston Philharmonia 

Constitution as a supplement to that Constitution.  These documents, together with the 

information posted on the website, aim to ensure that we create an enjoyable, friendly 

environment in which to rehearse and perform music, while still managing our affairs effectively.  

The handbook will be posted on the members’ section of the website and reviewed annually by 

the Committee. 

 

1) The Orchestra 

 Kingston Philharmonia is an amateur orchestra which performs a wide variety of music.  

It brings classical music into the heart of the community; gives local musicians the 

opportunity to rehearse and perform a broad classical repertoire; and provides an 

accessible and affordable alternative to the big London concert venues for local people.   

 The Orchestra will normally perform three concerts a year in the Kingston area with up to 

ten rehearsals for each concert.  The Committee may also arrange additional concerts or 

workshop events.   

 

2) Membership 

 Membership is open to musicians who meet appropriate standards as determined by the 

Committee, as a rough guide, a technique approaching Grade 8 standard, but equally 

important is experience of, and ability in, ensemble playing.  There is an informal audition 

process for all wind and brass.  String players are not normally asked to audition but to 

attend two taster rehearsals, after which the player may be invited to join. 

 Members will pay subscriptions at a rate set by the Committee.  Payment should 

normally be made by monthly standing order, but where this is not possible members can 

agree other arrangements for paying with the Treasurer (currently Chris Smith, violin). 

The subscription rate for the 2015/16 season is £180 per annum, which is equivalent to 

£15 per calendar month.   

 Members are requested to keep their contact details up to date with the Secretary 

(currently Dan Hamm, viola).  

 

3) Code of Conduct 

 Dates of rehearsals and concerts will be available on the website at least a term in 

advance.  Members are expected to attend rehearsals regularly; to give notice if they 

cannot attend; and, in the case of wind players, then to provide a deputy. 

 Members who borrow music for practice must sign for it with the librarian (currently 

Caroline Phillips, violin), giving their contact details, and are required to return it at the 

end of the relevant concert.  The Committee reserves the right to charge any member the 

cost of music signed out to him/her and which has not been returned. 

 Members are expected to treat each other, the conductor, the leader and any soloist with 

courtesy and respect, and to contribute to a supportive environment in which to play.   

 When referring to the Kingston Philharmonia on social media sites, members should 

uphold the reputation of the Orchestra and be polite and respectful of others’ opinions. 

Derogatory or defamatory references to individual members, sections of the Orchestra, 

the conductor, the leader and the Committee should be avoided.  Such postings include, 

but are not limited to, those that are sexist, racist, threatening, insulting, humiliating, 

unlawful and invasive of another’s privacy.  



 

4) Trustees & Committee 

The Orchestra is managed by a Committee of trustees in accordance with the Constitution.  

Since the Constitution is silent on certain points (because it is a based on the Making Music 

model constitution which is applicable to any amateur music group), the Committee has agreed 

the following in the case of Kingston Philharmonia: 

 The Committee shall have seven members (trustees), including Chair, Secretary and 

Treasurer.  

 The trustees shall be elected at the AGM.  Each shall be elected for a term of three 

years, to a maximum of three successive three year terms.  As set out in the 

Constitution, one third of the Committee shall stand for election at each AGM. 

 The Chair, Secretary and Treasurer shall be directly elected.  The Committee shall 

determine other roles to be held by other trustees. 

 Contact details for the Committee, dates of Committee meetings and minutes of those 

meetings will be posted on the members’ section of website. 

 Members of the Committee are available to discuss any problems a member may be 

experiencing in relation to his/her membership of the Orchestra. 

 

It is a big effort to manage an orchestra such as ours and put on our concerts.  The Committee 

members are all volunteers from the orchestra and they rely on help from members.  If there is 

anything you think you can do to contribute, please contact one of the Committee who will be 

delighted to hear from you.  
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